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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

This work is part of the Work Package 4 (WP4: Scientific resources usable by visually impaired: 

text books, lessons, examinations). Regulations concerning intellectual property and copyright may 

affect distribution as well as adaptation of documents to be read by blind and partially sighted 

readers. Therefore this work aims to analyze copyright regulations in order to make clear in which 

countries and under which circumstances reading resources can be adapted and distributed to 

blind or partially sighted students. At first the European Copyright Directive is introduced. 

Subsequently, is analyzed the application of the European Copyright Directive in most European 

countries, with respect to provisions for people with disability. Then, some success experiences in 

delivering copyrighted works to people with visual impairment are introduced. The following 

sections concern distribution modalities oriented to open access repositories which turn to be 

useful for individuals as well as public or private institutions which adapt and distribute content to 

people with visual impairment. In particular, since scientific papers and journals are essential in 

science learning and in scientific research, distribution of these resources is addressed by 

illustrating both delivery modalities and success experiences. 
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1 INTRODUCTION 

All the institutions, associations and companies which work to adapt and deliver reading resources 

for the use of blind or partially sighted readers have to manage issues concerning copyright. 

Regulation about copyright has been evolving all over the world for years. In Europe, in 2001 was 

enacted the Directive 2001/29/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 22 May 2001 

(EUCD) on the harmonisation of certain aspects of copyright and related rights in the information 

society. This directive concerns the legal protection of copyright and related rights in the framework 

of the internal European market, with particular emphasis on the information society. Today, years 

after intense debates, almost all EU member states have transposed the EU-Copyright Directive 

into national law. However, the continuing controversies surrounding the EUCD itself and conflicts 

about the national implementations have made clear that we are far from having reached a 

consensus about the appropriate design of copyright law for the digital age that satisfies the 

interests of all relevant stakeholders, including content producers, teachers, students, and the 

public at large. Scientific communication is undertaking new strategies of knowledge dissemination, 

which comply with author's right. These strategies are based on the Open Access Initiative. Section 

4 will introduce this initiative and benefits emerging for blind and partially sighted readers. 
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2 THE EUROPEAN COPYRIGHT DIRECTIVE 

This section analyses the European Copyright Directive with respect to the possibility to deliver 

copyrighted content to blind and partially sighted persons.  

The EUCD provides authors for three basic rights: reproduction right, right of communication to the 

public of works and of making available to the public other subject-matter and distribution right. 

These three rights are set out as follows in articles II.2, II.3 and II.4: 

 

2.1 Article 2 

 

Reproduction right 
 
Member States shall provide for the exclusive right to authorise or prohibit direct or indirect, 

temporary or permanent reproduction by any means and in any form, in whole or in part: 

 

a. for authors, of their works; 

b. for performers, of fixations of their performances; 

c. for phonogram producers, of their phonograms; 

d. for the producers of the first fixations of films, in respect of the original and copies of their 

films; 

e. for broadcasting organisations, of fixations of their broadcasts, whether those broadcasts 

are transmitted by wire or over the air, including by cable or satellite. 

 

2.2 Article 3 

 

Right of communication to the public of works and right of making available to the 
public other subject-matter 
 

1. Member States shall provide authors with the exclusive right to authorise or prohibit any 

communication to the public of their works, by wire or wireless means, including the 

making available to the public of their works in such a way that members of the public may 

access them from a place and at a time individually chosen by them. 

2. Member States shall provide for the exclusive right to authorise or prohibit the making 

available to the public, by wire or wireless means, in such a way that members of the 

public may access them from a place and at a time individually chosen by them: 

a. for performers, of fixations of their performances; 

b. for phonogram producers, of their phonograms; 
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c. for the producers of the first fixations of films, of the original and copies of their 

films; 

d. for broadcasting organisations, of fixations of their broadcasts, whether these 

broadcasts are transmitted by wire or over the air, including by cable or satellite. 

3. The rights referred to in paragraphs 1 and 2 shall not be exhausted by any act of 

communication to the public or making available to the public as set out in this Article. 

 

2.3 Article 4 

 

Distribution right 
 

1. Member States shall provide for authors, in respect of the original of their works or of 

copies thereof, the exclusive right to authorise or prohibit any form of distribution to the 

public by sale or otherwise.  

2. The distribution right shall not be exhausted within the Community in respect of the original 

or copies of the work, except where the first sale or other transfer of ownership in the 

Community of that object is made by the right holder or with his consent. 

3. EUCD allows for some exceptions and limitations to reproduction, communication and 

distribution rights. In particular, the following provisions concerning exceptions and 

limitations are of special interest to deliver content to blind and partially sighted. First of all, 

Recitals 34 and 43 emphasize the need for exceptions, especially for facilitating learning 

and for the benefit of people with disability.  

- (34) Member States should be given the option of providing for certain exceptions 

or limitations for cases such as educational and scientific purposes, for the benefit 

of public institutions such as libraries and archives, for purposes of news reporting, 

for quotations, for use by people with disabilities, for public security uses and for 

uses in administrative and judicial proceedings.  

- (43) It is in any case important for the Member States to adopt all necessary 

measures to facilitate access to works by persons suffering from a disability which 

constitutes an obstacle to the use of the works themselves, and to pay particular 

attention to accessible formats. 

 

2.4 Article 5 

Article 5 requires member states to allow for exceptions to reproduction, communication and 

distribution rights, in particular as for cultural, research and teaching activities and people with 

disability. 

 

Article II.5.2(c) 
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Member States may provide for exceptions or limitations to the reproduction right provided for in 

Article 2 in the following cases: 

• (c) in respect of specific acts of reproduction made by publicly accessible libraries, 

educational establishments or museums, or by archives, which are not for direct or indirect 

economic or commercial advantage. 

 

Article II.5.3 

Member States may provide for exceptions or limitations to the rights provided for in Articles 2 and 

3 in the following cases: 

• (a) use for the sole purpose of illustration for teaching or scientific research, as long as the 

source, including the author's name, is indicated, unless this turns out to be impossible and 

to the extent justified by the non-commercial purpose to be achieved;  

• (b) uses, for the benefit of people with a disability, which are directly related to the disability 

and of a non-commercial nature, to the extent required by the specific disability; 

• (n) use by communication or making available, for the purpose of research or private study, 

to individual members of the public by dedicated terminals on the premises of 

establishments referred to in paragraph 2(c) of works and other subject-matter not subject to 

purchase or licensing terms which are contained in their collections. 

 

Article II.5.4 

Where the Member States may provide for an exception or limitation to the right of reproduction 

pursuant to paragraphs 2 and 3, they may provide similarly for an exception or limitation to the right 

of distribution as referred to in Article 4 to the extent justified by the purpose of the authorised act of 

reproduction. 

 

The implementation of EUCD provisions in EU member states went through many controversies. 

The following section illustrates how EUCD was implemented in member states, especially with 

respect to exceptions and limitations which can facilitate the reproduction and distribution of digital 

content to blind and partially sighted.  
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3 APPLICATION OF THE EUROPEAN COPYRIGHT DIRECTIVE 

3.1 Introduction 

Up to now, the European Copyright Directive has been transposed in almost all member states. 

The following sections will illustrate in particular how were implemented: 

- Exceptions and limitations for people with disability; 

- Exceptions and limitations for learning purposes; 

- Exceptions and limitations for libraries and educational establishments. 

3.2 Austria 

The directive was implemented into Austrian law in April 2003. The EU directive uses the term 

“copyright”, whereas in Austria and in Germany there is a distinction between author's rights and 

derivative exploitation rights. 

Author's right cannot be removed or sold and is therefore inalienably linked to the author. 

Exploitation rights can be negotiated. Exceptions and limitations concerning making copies and 

distributing copyrighted works are analyzed. It is generally not allowed, unless the rights holder 

authorizes it (in subsection 8 the law says “only with the consent of the rights holder”) to copy 

whole books, whole magazines or sheet music; even when the copy is produced from another 

copy. An exception holds for not published or out of print works. An entirely new provision, laid 

down in section 42d, concerns special rights for persons with disability: it is now explicitly allowed 

to copy and distribute copyrighted works for disabled people, who would otherwise have no or only 

limited access to those works. However, that must be done not for commercial purposes, which 

actually limits this right. There are also problems with the provisions in subsection 2, where it says 

the author has the right to an “appropriate compensation” for copies even under this regulation. In 

practice, individuals as well as whatever institution, association or company which will recourse to 

this right will have to look for a fair balance between the obligation not to act commercially on the 

one hand and the royalties to pay to the rights holder as "appropriate compensation" on the others. 

Also, Austrian lawmakers have not introduced, as their German colleagues have, a regulation 

obliging rights holders to lift copy protection mechanisms for the purpose of producing copies of a 

copyright work on a medium legible for disabled persons. That means for example that law 

infringement may occur in trying to adapt copyrighted works protected by copy protection 

mechanisms or DRM systems. Since many digital resources are going to be protected, special 

agreements with rights holder have to be reached before adapting. So, the lack of a specific 

provision may slow down the production of digital resources accessible for disabled people. 

As for copy regulations for public institutions, Section 42, Subsection 6 deals with provisions for 

schools and universities, which may produce copies of copyrighted works in the following cases:  

- copies for teaching purposes;  

- copies on paper or a similar matter. 
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According to subsection 7 of the same section, public archives and libraries, which were formerly 

simply allowed to produce copies for their own non-commercial ends, will have to observe some 

restrictions in the future. They may still produce copies on paper or a similar matter 

indiscriminately, but in contrast to the former regulation, copies on any other media (e.g. digital 

copies) may be produced only for non-commercial ends. Furthermore, the work must be in 

possession. For all copies, the following conditions must apply:  

- one single copy may be produced of own pieces of work; this copy may be exhibited, lent 

or used under same provisions as the original; 

- just like private persons, libraries and archives may produce single copies of works which 

have not been published or are out of print; the same provisions on exhibiting, lending and 

using the work apply to these copies as to the original work.  

3.3 Belgium 

The Belgian Copyright Act of June 30, 1994 was amended by the act of May 22, 2005, which 

transposed the EUCD into Belgian law. As for exceptions for people with disability, Belgian law 

allows reproduction and distribution, provided that the use may not conflict with the normal 

exploitation of the work and  may not unreasonably prejudice the legitimate interests of the 

rightholders (Article 22.1(11)). As for exceptions for libraries and educational establishments, 

provisions are set out in Article 22(1)(8). Educational establishments can reproduce works limited 

to number of copies necessary for preservation of cultural and scientific patrimony. There must be 

No conflict with normal exploitation and no unreasonable prejudice of the legitimate interest of the 

author. Copies are property of museum, library or archive.  

 

3.4 Bulgaria 

Bulgaria transposed EUCD into national legislation in 2002 by amending the Copyright and Related 

Rights Act (CRRA). Since in 2002 Bulgaria was not an European Union member state, its 

legislation was examined by Monitoring Reports of the European Commission and all the 

requirements were met. As of Article 24(1) reproduction of published works through the Braille 

system or another analogous method not for commercial purposes is permitted. The Bulgarian 

exception in this respect is narrower than the EUCD one. It benefits specifically only blind people. It 

is permitted reproduction of already published works made by public libraries, educational 

establishments or museums, or by archives for the purposes of education or preservation and not 

commercial purposes. Also, it is permitted the use of parts of published works or of a limited 

number of works in other works to an extent necessary for scientific research. Such use shall be 

admissible solely for teaching or scientific purposes, as long as the source and the author's name 

are indicated. 
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3.5 Cyprus 

EUCD was transposed into #Cyprus Law in 2004 through the Copyright and Related Rights 

(Amendment) Law of 2004 (Law n. 128(I)/2004, Official Gazette of the Republic of Cyprus, n. 3850, 

30-04-2004).  

Up to the transposition of EUCD into #Cyprus Law, no limitation for people with disability has 

existed in Copyright Law. Such a limitation was implemented by adding a new paragraph to Article 

7(2) of the #Cyprus copyright law. The provisions set out are a translation of the corresponding 

provisions in EUCD. Copyright does not confer control over uses for the benefit of people with a 

disability which are directly related to the disability and of non-commercial nature, to the extent 

required by the specific disability. Since the limitation does not address any specific use, both acts 

of reproduction and communication to the public are included. Limitations for  libraries, museums 

and archives are set out. In particular, acts of reproduction are permitted provided that they do not 

offer any financial benefit and that they are not subject to any payment. Concerning limitations for 

teaching and research, paragraph 18 of Article 7 (2) was added. It states that use of works for the 

purpose of illustration for teaching or scientific research is permitted as long as the source, 

including the author's name, is indicated, unless this turns out to be impossible and to the extent 

justified by the non-commercial purpose to be achieved. Both acts of reproduction and 

communication to the public are included. Fair compensation is not required. 

 

3.6 Czech Republic 

The Czech Republic implemented the Directive mostly with the Law N. 131/2000  

Coll. of 7 April 2000 on Copyright, Rights related to Copyright and on the Amendment of Certain 

Laws, which came in force on 1 December 2000 (Copyright Act 2000) 186. EUCD was fully 

transposed by adding provisions on technological measures in late 2005. Article 37 paragraph 2c 

almost translates the provisions in EUCD. It is stated that no copyright infringment occurs 

whenever a reproduction of a copyrighted work is made for non commercial purposes, for the 

benefit of people with a disability, to the extent required by the specific disability. According to 

Article 37 paragraph 1 Copyright Act 2000, reproduction of works is permitted in a library, archive 

and other non commercial school, educational and cultural establishment for their archival and 

conservation purposes. As for limitations about teaching and scientific purposes, the Copyright Act 

2000 provides in Article 31b and 31c and Article 35 paragraph 3 restrictions about Article 5 (3) (a) 

EUCD. There is no copyright infringment if copyrighted works are included into independent 

scientific, critical or technical work, or work designated for teaching purposes. The author and the 

source must be indicated. 

 

3.7 Denmark 

The Directive was implemented in Danish legislation as a revision of the existing Danish law on 

intellectual property right. The Danish Copyright Act (Consolidated Act No. 164 of March 12, 2003) 
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transposes the provisions of the EUCD into Danish national law. General EUCD provisions 

concerning reproduction, communication and distribution of copyrighted content are transposed in 

Danish law as they are addressed in EUCD.  

In particular, some exceptions and limitations are remarkable. Reproduction within archives, 

libraries and museums is allowed if concerned with their activities and if not done for commercial 

purposes. By the way, if the copies are done in digital form, the copies may not without the consent 

of the author be lent or in any other way be made available to the public outside the archives, 

libraries or museums.  

A new legal licence to allow libraries to distribute articles and text excerpts to their users in digital 

form (by e-mail, through authorized remote connection, etc.) was introduced.  

As for exceptions for people with disability, it is permitted to use and distribute copies of published 

works if the use and the distributed copies are specifically intended for the blind, visually impaired, 

the deaf and sufferers from speech impediments, and besides persons who on account of a 

handicap are unable to read printed text. This exception shall not apply to the use or distribution of 

copies for commercial purposes.  

Circumvention of technological measures to protect copyrighted works to the purpose of making 

works available for people with disability is addressed by Danish law. In article 6.4 of the directive 

the starting point is that rights holders should make it possible for users that are covered by the 

exceptions in section 2 to make use of the exceptions. One way of doing this is through an 

agreement between the rights holders and the group of users covered by the exception (i.e. 

disabled people). If an agreement can not be reached section 75(d) of the Danish law gives the 

users (and the rights holder) a right to take the case to an administrative body: The Board for 

Intellectual Property Rights. The board can instruct the rights owner to make the works available for 

the affected group of users in a form that allows the users to make use of the exception. How this 

should be done will be decided on a case-by-case basis: by making cryptographic keys available, 

by making the work available in non-digital form, by making decryption devices available etc.  

 

3.8 Finland 

Finland has implemented the Copyright Directive through law 14.10.2005/821,  

amending the Copyright Act (8.7.1961/404). Exceptions to reproduction, distribution, 

communication and broadcasting of literary, music and artistic works are permitted for the benefit of 

people with disability. According to the amended Act, public libraries, educational establishments 

and archives are permitted to reproduce published works for non commercial purposes concerning 

preservation. As for exceptions for education and research purposes, copies of published works 

may be made on the basis of an extended collective license in accordance with Article 26 to be 

used for education or scientific research and may be used for this purpose by communication to the 

public except for radio or television broadcasting. These provisions do not concern photocopying. 

Copies of published works performed by teachers or students may be recorded through voice and 

picture to be used only for  education purposes. 
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3.9 France 

In August 2006 the French Parliament approved the French transposition of EUCD: DADVSI. 

Article L-122-5 states that reproduction or communication of copyrighted works are allowed for 

private use by disabled people. Disability must be motorial, mental, sensorial, psychological, 

cognitive or physical, should amount to a rate to be determined by the Conseil d’Etat, and should 

be recognised by a specialised commission or a medical certificate. Reproduction and 

representation by a legal entity or publicly open establishments is permitted. The list of eligible 

institutions is determined by the authorities. Publishers will have obligation to provide their digital 

files to any certified organism producing alternate books and material for the blind or/and 

handicapped people. Article L-1225-8 sets out exception provisions for educational establishments 

and libraries. Educational establishments and libraries can reproduce works to the purpose of 

preservation or on site consultation. 

 

3.10 Greece 

EUCD was transposed into Greek Law by Article 81 of the Law 3057/2002 entitled  

"Amendment and Completion of Law 2725/1999, regulation of matters pertaining to the Ministry of 

Culture and other provisions" (Official Gazette A239/10.10.2002). Greece was the first European 

Union Member State which transposed the EUCD into national law. Article 81 of Law 3057/2002 

provides that: "The reproduction of published works is permitted for the benefit of blind and deaf-

mute people, for non-commercial purposes directly related to the disability, to the extent required 

by the specific disability". A resolution of the Minister of Culture made applicable these provision to 

other disabilities, too. It is remarkable that this provision concerns only acts of reproduction. 

Libraries, museums and education establishments can make copies of published works only for 

non commercial purposes aiming preservation. In particular, Article 22 provides that : "It shall be 

permissible, without author's authorisation and at no expense, for a non-profit library or archive to 

reproduce one additional copy from a copy of the work already in their collection, for the purpose of 

retaining that additional copy or of transferring it to another non-profit library or archive. The 

reproduction shall be permissible only if an additional copy cannot be obtained in the market 

promptly, and on reasonable terms". As for teaching and research purposes there is no general 

limitation. There are only provisions about specific cases. In particular, Article 21 of Law 2121/1993  

 provides that :"It shall be permissible, without any author's authorisation and at no expense, to 

reproduce Articles published in a newspaper or periodical, short extracts of a work or parts of a 

short work or a published work of fine art work exclusively for teaching or examination purposes at 

an educational establishment, in such measure as is compatible with the aforementioned purpose, 

provided that the reproduction is effected in accordance with fair practice and does not conflict with 

the normal exploitation. The reproduction must be accompanied by an indication of the source and 

of the names of the author and the publisher, provided that the said names appear on the source". 
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3.11 Germany 

The German Copyright Act of September 9, 1965, amended on September 10, 2003 implements 

the provisions of the EUCD.  

In accordance with Article 5 of the EUCD, the German law introduces a number of exceptions and 

limitations to the exclusive rights to reproduce, to communicate and to make available to the public 

a work. These exceptions are laid down in part 6137. Copyrighted works can be copied, in 

particular, in the following circumstances: 

- for persons with a disability, in order to enable them to access a work (section 45a). This 

section is the first provision of the German Copyright Act to be specifically designed for the 

needs of persons with disabilities. It thus honours Article 3 of the German Constitution, 

which states that no person shall be disfavoured on the basis of disability. Section 45a 

permits the reproduction of protected subject matter, such as the recording of works, for 

the benefit of blind persons, to the extent required by the specific disability. As far as 

reproduction exceeds a small number of copies, paragraph 2 entitles rightholders to an 

appropriate compensation which claim is to be exercised by a collecting society; 

- for educational and research purposes . The likewise new Section 52a deals with a specific 

limitation to the right of making available to the public. Section 52a [1] allows the making 

available of protected subject matter, which has been published, to certain distinct groups 

of persons if and to the extent where this is necessary for certain teaching or research 

purposes. Examples include the use in on-line classes or access-controlled parts of a 

university’s intranet. With this provision, the German legislature has made use of Article 

5.3(a) of the Copyright Directive which entitles Member States to create exemptions for the 

benefit of educational or scientific uses. Paragraph 4 of Section 52a compensates 

rightholders with an appropriate remuneration which is to be claimed by a collecting 

society. The new exception on the right of making available is subject to various 

restrictions, due to lobbying by publishing companies and film producers. So has the extent 

to which protected materials can be made available been delimited to “small parts of a 

work”, “works of small size” and “single contributions from newspapers and periodicals”. 

Moreover, the number of beneficiaries has been confined to those institutions that are 

expressly mentioned. Finally, section 52(a) exempts expressly school books. 

-  

3.12 Hungary 

Hungary transposed EUCD into national law in 2004 through Act No. CII of 2003, which amended 

the 1999 Copyright Act (Act No. LXXXVI of 1999). Article 41 (1) Copyright Act permits the 

reproduction and distribution of published works for the advantage of people with disability. It 

literally translates EUCD directive. The use must be justified by the specific disability and no 

economic advantage must be pursued. Article 35(4) states that Public libraries and museums, 
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educational establishments and archives are permitted to make reproductions of published works 

without author's authorisation. Reproduction can be made for internal uses or for teaching and 

research purposes. No commercial advantage must be pursued. 

3.13 Ireland 

Ireland transposed the EUCD with the amendment of the Statutory Instrument No. 16 of 2004 to 

the Irish Copyright and Related Rights. Exception provisions for disabled persons are set out in 

Article 104. Bodies designated by the Minister are entitle to reproduce and adapt copyrighted works 

to meet the specific needs of a disabled person. These bodies are also entitled to supply the 

modified copy to the disabled person. If the modified copy is subsequently made available to the 

public it is treated as an infringing copy. Articles 53-58 and Secs. 59 concern exceptions for 

educational establishments and libraries. Only educational establishments are entitled to 

reproduction exception for teaching purposes. 

 

3.14 Italy 

Italy transposed the EUCD in Legislative Decree of April 9th, 2003, no. 68: Implementation of the 

Directive 2001/29/EC on the harmonisation of certain aspects of copyright and related rights in the 

information society. This law, in particular provides for some exceptions to general provisions on 

reproduction, communication and distribution rights: 

- Article 71-bis (1) states that people with disability are authorised, for their own personal 

use, to reproduce as well as to communicate to the public copyrighted works, for non-

commercial purposes; 

- in Article 71-quinquies(1) rights holders are required to adopt suitable solutions and 

agreements, to allow people and institutions to obtain the exceptions they are entitled to 

(for example, to allow visually impaired people to reproduce a protected e-book using a 

different format, in order to process it with a speech synthesiser or Braille display). Nobody, 

however, is allowed to circumvent TPMs, even if they forbid, for example, making a private 

copy as well as access to people with disability. 

 

3.15 Latvia 

EUCD was transposed into Latvian law in 2004 through the  

Statutory Instrument No. 16 of 2004 [European Communities (Copyright and Related Rights)] 

Regulations 2004. Section 19 paragraph 1 recital 3 and Section 22 Copyright Act 2004 permit 

reproduction of published works for the benefit of visually impaired or hearing impaired, provided 

that reproduction is done for non-commercial purposes. Further disabilities are not mentioned. 

Section 19 paragraph 1 recital 4 and Section 23 Copyright Act 2004 permit the  

reproduction of works for the needs of libraries and archives only for non-commercial preservation 

purposes. Section 21 paragraph 1 Copyright Act 2004 states that parts of a work can be included in 
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other works for teaching or research purposes, provided that the title and the author of the work are 

indicated. Especially, it is permitted to use communicated or published works or parts of them in 

textbooks which are in conformity with educational standards, in radio and television broadcasts, in 

audio visual works, in visual aids and the like, which are specially created and used in the face-to-

face teaching and research process in educational and research institutions for non-commercial 

purposes. 

 

3.16 Lithuania 

Lithuania transposed EUCD into national law by the law amending the law on copyright and related 

rights, No. IX-1355, 5 March 2003. Article 22 paragraph 1 subparagraph 2 Copyright Act 2003 

states the exceptions for people with disability. It is permitted reproduction for non-commercial, 

educational and scientific research purposes of published works in appropriate forms for people 

having hearing or visual impairments, to the extent required by the specific disability, with the 

exception of works especially produced for the use of people with hearing or visual impairment. It is 

remarkable that only educational and scientific research purpposes and only hearing and visual 

impairments are covered by the copyright law. Public libraries, archives, and museums are 

permitted to reproduce works on paper only for non-commercial  preservation purposes. Article 22 

paragraph 1 subparagraph 1 Copyright Act 2003 permits the reproduction for teaching and 

scientific research purposes of published works or a short extract of a published work both in 

written form and through sound or visual recordings, provided that this is related to study programs 

and does not exceed the extent justified by the purpose. Full reference of the source must be 

indicated. 

 

3.17 Luxembourg 

Luxembourg transposed EUCD into national law in  2004 by amending the Law on Author’s Rights, 

Related Rights and Databases (Loi du 18 Avril 2004 (Memorial A, no. 61 du 29 avril 2004, pp. 942-

948). Article 10 (11) concerns exceptions for people with disability. The provisions literally 

transpose the EUCD directives. Reproduction and communications to the public for the benefit of 

people with disability are permitted. Article 10 (10) implements Article 5(2)(c) of EUCD. It states 

that libraries, educational establishemnts, archives and museums are permitted to reproduce 

published works for non-commercial preservation purposes. Published works of parts of them can 

be included in other works for teaching or scientific research purposes, provided that the source is 

indicated. 

 

3.18 Malta 

Malta transposed EUCD into national law in 2003 through the Copyright Act of Malta (Chapter 415 

of The Laws of Malta) by virtue of the coming into force of Part XVIII of Act IX of 2003 called An Act 
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entitled the Various Laws (Amendment) Act). Section 9 (1) (i) of the Copyright Act provides that 

reproduction, translation, distribution or communication to the public of a published work are 

permitted without author's authorisation for the benefit of people with a disability, only for non-

commercial purposes. Section 9 (1) (d) permits acts of reproduction made by publicly accessible 

libraries, educational establishments or museums, or by archives, which are not for direct or 

indirect economic or commercial advantage. Section  

9(1) (h) permits reproduction, translation, distribution or communication to the public of a published 

work for teaching or scientific research purposes,  to the extent justified by the non-commercial 

purpose. The full source reference must be included. No requirement for fair compensation is 

explicitly mentioned. 

3.19 Norway 

On 17 June 2005, the Norwegian Parliament passed the Act implementing the EU Copyright 

Directive into Norwegian law. Article 17 provides exceptions for people with disability. Exceptions 

are set out for literary or scientific works or musical works as copies in other form than sound 

recordings for blind and visually impaired people or persons otherwise unable to enjoy the work in 

the usual way due to a disability. Reproduction on film with or without sound for those with impaired 

hearing or ability to speak are permitted. The government may license organisations or libraries to 

reproduce a published literary or scientific work by making a fixation on a device that can 

reproduce them for the purpose of free use by disabled people. Right holder is entitled to receive 

remuneration. Article 16 provides exceptions for libraries. Libraries are allowed to make copies for 

purposes of conserving and securing their collections. More specific qualification of this limitation 

will depend on the contractual arrangements with the right holder’s organisation, and no such 

contract has so far been concluded.  

 

3.20 Poland 

EUCD was transposed into Polish national law by Act of 1 April 2004 on the alteration of the Law 

on Copyright and Neighbouring Rights (2004 Act) and by the Act of 28 October 2002 on the 

alteration of the Law on Copyright and Neighbouring Rights (2002 Act). Article 331 provides that 

published works can be reproduced, distributed and communicated to the public for the benefit of 

people with disability, sole to the extent required by the disability and for non-profit purposes. As of 

Article 27 of this law, scientific and educational institutions are permitted, for educational or 

research purposes, to use published works in original and in translation and make copies of parts 

of these works. Moreover, as of Article 28.2 of Copyright law, libraries, schools and archives are 

allowed to make or commission preparation of copies of published works in order to complete, 

maintain or preserve their collections. 
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3.21 Portugal 

Portugal transposed EUCD into national law in 2004, by amending the authors’ rights law (No. 

108/IX). Article 75(2)(i) Copyright Act permits the reproduction and distribution of published works 

for the benefit of people with disability, for purposes directly related to the disability and of a non 

commercial nature, to the extent justifies by the specific disability. Article 75 (2) states that acts of 

reproduction made by public  libraries, educational establishments or museums, or by archives, 

which are not for direct or indirect economic or commercial advantage are permitted. Article 

76(1)(b) Copyright Act requires fair compensation for authors. Article 75(2)(f) and (h) Copyright Act 

provide that published works or parts of them can be used for teaching or research purposes. 

There is no explicit requirement to include the full source reference. 

 

3.22 Romania 

EUCD was transposed into national legislation by Law no. 285/2004 and Emergency Governmental 

Ordinance No. 123/2005 (which was modified and approved by the Parliament as Law no. 

329/2006). These Laws amended  Law no. 8 of 1996 concerning the author’s right (copyright) and 

neighboring rights. According to article 33 of amended Law 8/1996, the reproduction, distribution, 

radio broadcasting or public communication of works to the benefit of people with disability is 

permitted without author's authorisation and free of charge, provided that the use is directly related 

to the disability, there is no commercial advantage and there is no conflict with the normal 

exploitation of the work. Exceptions for public libraries, museums, archives and educational 

establishments are provided. In particular, it is permitted reproduction of whole published works for 

preservation purposes. It is permitted reproduction and distribution of parts of published works for 

teaching and research purposes. These exceptions hold only if  there are non-commercial 

purposes. 

 

3.23 Slovenia 

Slovenia transposed EUCD into national law in 2004 by amending the Copyright and Related 

Rights Act. Article 47a provides that reproduction and distribution of published works for the 

advantage of people with disability are permitted. The work must not be already available in the 

desired form and no direct or indirect economic advantage must be pursued. An equitable 

remuneration has to be paid. This provision is narrower than the provision in EUCD. Indeed, it 

requires that the work is not already available in the desired form. Moreover, the payment of 

remuneration is required. Article 50(3) permits public archives, museums, libraries and educational 

or scientific establishments to reproduce published works owned by these institutions for internal 

uses. The provision prohibits any direct or indirect commercial advantage. Unlike EUCD, this 

provision also includes educational or scientific establishments. 
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3.24 Spain 

As of 2006 provisions of copyright law are contained in Book One of the Intellectual Property Law 

of 11 November 1987 as modified. An exception for people with disability is contained in Article 

31bis(3). It states that communication to the public, reproduction and distribution are not subject to 

authorization when these acts are undertaken for the benefit of people with a disability and are 

directly related to the disability and of a non-commercial nature, to the extent required by the 

specific disability. Article 37 (3) sets out exceptions for libraries and educational establishments. 

Reproduction of published works is permitted to libraries for no gainful interest. Educational 

establishments are excluded from this exception.  

 

3.25 Slovakia 

EUCD was transposed in Slovakia in Act No. 618/2003 of 4th December 2003. Exceptions to 

reproduction, communication and distribution rights for people with disability are set out in section 

29(1). The authorisation of an author shall not be required to make a copy of a disclosed work, for 

its distribution to the public by any other form of transfer of ownership than sale, for its distribution 

to the public by lending or for communication to the public, provided such use is being exclusively 

realised to cater the needs of handicapped to the extent justified by their handicap and is not being 

realised to gain any direct or indirect economic advantage. Moreover, en exception for Libraries 

and archives. A library or archive may make without the authorisation of the author a copy,  

of the work from its own collections, provided the purpose of the making of a copy is to satisfy the 

request of a natural person who will use that copy for the purpose of education or scientific 

research exclusively within the premises of library or archive. 

 

3.26 Sweden 

EUCD was transposed into Swedish Law in May 2005. Provisions for disabled persons are set out 

in Article 17. Reproduction is permitted for the exploitation through Braille devices and speech 

synthesizers. Sound recordings and already available talking books are excluded from reproduction 

exception. Right-holders are entitled to remuneration. Only libraries and organizations with special 

permission from the government are allowed to produce talking books freely from paper books, to 

communicate copies through a network directly to disabled people and to make copies of radio or 

TV broadcasts and films for people who are deaf or hearing-impaired.  

 

3.27 The Netherlands 

EUCD was transposed into Dutch law in 2004 by amending The Dutch Copyright Act of 1912. 

Provisions about exceptions and limitations for people with disability are set out in Article 15. 

Although reproduction and distribution is permitted to enable people with disability to access 

copyrighted works, fair compensation is mandatory. In Article 16 there are provisions for libraries 



D4.1 Copyright Management 

 
 

22/129 

and educational establishments. Reproduction for the purpose of archiving, restoring or replacing 

the work in case of imminent destruction, or keeping it consultable when the is no technology 

available to render it is permitted. No regulation about document delivery and interlibrary loan has 

been set out up to now. 

 

3.28 United Kingdom 

The UK transposed the provisions of the EUCD with an amendment (The Copyright and Related 

Rights Regulation 2003) to the Copyright, Designs, and Patents Act 1988. An exception to 

reproduction and distribution rights is set out in Article 31A-31F. Reproduction and distribution are 

permitted only for visually impaired and people who are unable, through physical disability, to hold 

or manipulate a book or to focus or move their eyes to the extent that would normally be 

acceptable for reading, recordings of performances are excluded, provided that the work used is 

not available in the desired form. No distribution outside United Kingdom is permitted. Paragraph 

5.2 (c) permits specific copying by publicly accessible libraries, educational establishments or 

museums, or by archives, which are not for direct or indirect economic or commercial advantage. 

Paragraph 5.3(a) permits use for the sole purpose of illustration for teaching or scientific research. 

 

3.29 Summary 

3.29.1 Introduction 

National transpositions of the European Copyright Directive, in particular as for how exceptions are 

covered, are not homogenous. Furthermore, some essential matters, such as reproduction of 

works in digital formats, are not addressed by all countries or different provisions are set out. In 

some countries (e.g. United Kingdom) transnational distribution of copyrighted works adapted for 

people with disability is explicitly forbidden. These factors do not facilitate transnational distribution 

of copyrighted works by educational institutions and libraries, even as far as people with disability 

are concerned. Therefore, in order to achieve transnational reproduction and distribution of 

copyrighted digital content, two ways are proposed:  

- case-by-case agreements have to be negotiated with right-holders. Model agreements can 

be developed and proposed to right-holders, based on success experience (see section 4); 

- collaboration actions with publisher associations are needed both to make them better 

understand problems concerning access to digital resources for people with disability and 

to make specialist organizations acquire knowledge about publishers' policies and internal 

workflow. 

The two following subsections will contribute to argue these conclusions by summing up problems 

concerning national transpositions of EUCD with respect to exceptions and limitations. 
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3.29.2 Exceptions for archives and libraries 

In the context of the EUCD and with regard to the transition from an analog/offline to a digital/online 

environment, two issues have been particularly contested: the making of digital copies of materials 

held in the library’s collection, and electronic document delivery services.  

Art. 5.2(c) EUCD states that member states may allow publicly accessible libraries, educational 

establishments or museums, or archives to make specific acts of reproduction, which are not for 

direct or indirect economic or commercial advantage. While the scope of the exception might be 

broader, the next paragraphs focus on copies for preservation or replacement purposes only. 

Among the challenges faced in national transpositions there is the problem of defining the 

exception's beneficiaries. Some countries, have simply replicated the wording of Art. 5.2(c) EUCD 

(e.g., France). Obviously, these implementations do not provide further guidance regarding the four 

- partly overlapping - types of institutions listed in Art. 5.2(c) EUCD. Similarly, it remains an open 

question as to what extent, for instance, university libraries (being often not entirely open to the 

public) fall within the scope of the privilege. Other countries, in contrast, have used more precise 

language. Some have further specified the institutions that benefit from the exception while others 

narrowed down the number of beneficiaries (e.g. Slovakia). A third way is to leave the definition of 

the beneficiaries for governmental agencies (e.g. Ireland).  

A second question relates to the types of permissible reproductions. Some countries has 

implemented Art. 5.2(c) EUCD with respect to any kind of reproductions, including digital or analog 

works (e.g. France). Other countries (e.g., Italy) restricted their implementation to analog copies. 

Generally, countries require that copies can be made exclusively for the purposes of preservation 

and replacement of works (e.g. Slovakia). In addition, some countries explicitly allow beneficiaries 

to distribute these copies to similar institutions (e.g. United Kingdom). In other cases, giving copies 

of works to other institutions is permitted if a copy is no longer available on the market (e.g. 

Germany). 

As for “not for direct or indirect economic or commercial advantage”, countries have taken different 

approaches, too. As for the clause about making copies not for direct or indirect commercial 

advantage, some countries have limited the purpose of making copies to internal use where there 

is no economic advantage for the beneficiary. However, this ignores the fact that the beneficiaries 

such as libraries hardly use the works themselves, but by their purpose make information 

accessible. Thus, the approach taken by Italy, referring to the “services of the said institutions,” 

seems to be more appropriate. One more question concerns compensation. Several countries do 

not provide for compensation for copies made under their implementation of Art. 5(2)c EUCD. 

Others require the compensation of right-holders through the distribution of levies (e.g. Germany). 

In analog environments, research, private use or specific library exceptions in copyright statutes 

around the world have permitted so-called document delivery services, either in the form of inter-

library loan services or by sending copies of documents to individual users upon request. However, 

lawmakers across jurisdictions have generally been reluctant to extend these traditional limitations 

on copyright to digital content delivery.  



D4.1 Copyright Management 

 
 

24/129 

The extent to which electronic document delivery is permitted has been contested in particular. As 

discussed above, Art. 5.2(c) EUCD allows member states to provide for limitations on the right of 

reproduction (Art. 2 EUCD). Recital 40 EUCD, however, states that Art. 5.2(c) EUCD “should not 

cover uses made in the context of on-line delivery of protected works or other subject matter” 

(assuming that electronic document delivery falls under the exclusive right of authors to 

communicate a work to the public, Art. 3 EUCD). On the other side, Art. 5.3(n) clearly permits the 

creation of an exception for document delivery to terminals located on the premises of the library or 

archive which serve research or private study. Yet, it has also been argued that Art. 5.3(a) EUCD 

might serve as a basis for both on-site as well as off-site online delivery of protected works 

provided that reproductions are made for research purposes. Others have argued that general 

private use and research exceptions may cover electronic document delivery. Given this unclear 

situation, explicit regulation about electronic document delivery is needed. 

3.29.3 Exceptions for disabled people 

As a consequence of Recital 36 in EUCD, which allows member states to provide for fair 

compensation also when applying optional exceptions or limitations that do not require such 

compensation, member states undertook different approaches as for the compensation for the use 

of works by the beneficiaries of the disability-exception.  

In Germany, for instance, such uses generally have to be remunerated (compensation collected via 

collecting societies), except in the case of making individual copies. In other countries no fair 

compensation is required. One more problem concerns DRM systems. Most of the countries do not 

allow circumvention of DRM systems, even if the purpose is to make content accessible for people 

with disability. Some countries address this issue by requiring associations of right-holders to 

provide themselves for different access possibilities to protected works for people with disability. 

One more problem concerns distribution of copyrighted content to individuals or institutions in other 

European countries. This is not allowed by most of the national copyright laws. 
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4 DISTRIBUTION OF PUBLISHED WORKS ADAPTED FOR BLIND AND 

PARTIALLY SIGHTED 

4.1 Negotiation with publishers 

Much time and many efforts can be saved in the process of adaptation of books in alternative 

accessible formats if the source to adapt is not the book on paper, but the book in some digital 

format. Therefore, university libraries and support services for students with special needs at first 

should try to obtain a digital copy of the book from publishers. This request may be very delicate, 

due to the need to strike a balance between the right of students with disability to access education 

and the right of publishers to be guaranteed from illegal use of published works. In order to 

facilitate communication between publishers and university support services and libraries in 

negotiating the permission to adapt a book in electronic format for the use of blind and partially 

sighted students, some good practices are reported below. 

First of all, it is advisable to check for the availability in accessible format of the publication needed. 

According to EUCD, in most Member States, if a copy of a publication is already available in 

accessible format, no exception for people with disability holds. This copy should be used for the 

person with disability. The second action to take is to check for the availability of the publication in 

electronic format so as to save time in adapting it from a digital format and not from paper. Some 

publishers make available an e-book publication in addition to the printed book. If this is the case, it 

is necessary to check for the accessibility of the e-book distributed by the publisher. To this 

purpose it is possible to ask the publisher for a trial copy of the e-book for a limited time. If the e-

book doesn't fit the accessibility characteristics required, a permission to adapt the e-book in 

accessible format has to be requested to the publisher. In order to save time, the request for a trial 

copy to assess accessibility of the e-book should include also the permission request for adaptation 

for disabled students. Certain sorts of published works, such as scientific journals, collections, and 

the like, are available also in electronic format (e.g. Lecture Notes in Computer Science by 

Springer, ACM transactions by ACM Press) or publishers provide access to papers in electronic 

format through an online platform (e.g. IEEE journals, Elsevier ScienceDirect, etc.). It is advisable 

that university libraries or support services ask publishers for permission to adapt the electronic 

papers for the use of students with disability at the time when subscription is negotiated and 

applied. If a university subscribes only for the paper distribution of a journal, which is also 

distributed in electronic format, it is advisable to include in the agreement the request of permission 

to receive papers in electronic format to be adapted for disabled students, whether disabled 

students need these reading sources for learning or research purposes. In order to contact 

publishers for permission requests, the most effective and efficient strategy is to use the publisher's 

website. Some publishers make available a well-defined procedure to ask for an electronic copy of 

a book for people with disabilities. In this circumstance, it is advisable to undertake the steps 

required by the publisher. Appendix A reports a model form to be filled in on the publisher's 

website. Most publishers ask for the data reported in the model form.  
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If the publisher does not make available any procedure for special requests of reading sources in 

electronic format to be adapted for students with disability, it is advisable to send the request letter 

to the publisher. The letter should be as far as possible detailed and it should clearly state the 

purpose of the request and the scope of exploitation of the electronic source. A model request 

letter is reported in appendix B. Further model request letters in national languages can be found 

on the @science website (http://www.ascience-thematic.net, section Copyright). The 

letter should be sent to the appropriate contact, usually available on the publisher website, for 

permissions for people with disability. Most publisher websites, even if do not make available any 

specific form to ask for permissions for students with disability, usually make available a page for 

general purpose permissions (e.g. for translation, for authors, etc.). So, alternatively, if no special 

request form is available, the letter can be sent to a contact for general purpose permission 

requests. If no such contact is available, it is advisable to write or phone to a contact for general 

information, always available on publisher websites. Appendix C reports a list of publishers, which 

are used to manage requests of sources in electronic format made by university libraries or support 

services. A comprehensive list of publishers all over the world is maintained on the website 

http://www.publishersglobal.com. Publisher related contact details, website and 

description of publishing activities are reported in the list. Publishers are categorized according to 

country, type of pubblications, media, etc. 

 

4.2 Success experiences 

4.2.1 Norwegian Library for the Blind 

Norwegian Library for the Blind provides blind and partially sighted readers with books in 

accessibile digital formats. NLB does not distribe through network services. NLB can distribute 

books in accessible digital formats thanks to agreements with LINO, an organization authorised by 

its members to administer the rights of writers in respect of literary works and is empowered by 

them to collect any income derived from licences negotiated and to disburse the said income. In 

order to be registered as a borrower at the NLB, documented proof of visual impairment or print 

disability must be submitted. All library services are free of charge. NLB has a special department 

dealing with all applications from visually impaired students and arranging for the production of the 

literature they require in connection with their particular curriculum. Students with print disabilities 

are free to loan books.  

4.2.2 Server Hélène 

Server Hélène has been set up for the French association BrailleNet since 2001 for the use by 

blind and partially sighted persons. Books in digital formats (most of all in DAISY, NISO Z39.86) 

are stored on the server. Users can have access to the server by subscribing and providing original 

certification of blindness or print impairment. Files are distributed to subscribed users through an 

access-controlled system. Users cannot redistribute themselves the files received because they 

are linked to a certificate generated for their own machine. Distribution and adaptation of books in 
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digital formats such as DAISY or PDF for partially sighted readers are possible thanks to title-by-

title agreements between BrailleNet Association and publishers. Every publisher has his own policy 

about author's right, Internet and digital reading. That means that books are available under 

different conditions. In particular, most agreements contain a clause concerning "distribution for the 

whole world". This clause can be applied only if the publisher has the rights to distribute the book 

outside France and agrees with distributing it in digital format for blind and partially sighted. At the 

time being, server Hélène does not produce scientific books for students. 

 

4.2.3 Danish Library for the Blind 

In Denmark, the Danish Library for the Blind produces books in several accessible digital formats. 

An agreement between Danish publisher and the Danish Library for the Blind makes possible 

adaptation of published works for the use of blind and partially sighted, provided that a DRM 

system is applied in their distribution. Danish Library for the Blind distribute works in accessible 

format by linking them to a  unique ID which allows control of the use and of the work and the 

tracing of possible infringers. 

4.3 Open Access Resources 

In recent years, scientific communication has been going through several problems: 

- serial pricing crisis: publishers almost totally control distribution of technological and 

scientific literature, access price for libraries and universities to scientific papers has been 

increasing more and more for years, funding for library services has been getting lower and 

lower for years so that few institutions are able to access scientific journals; 

- permission crisis: new barriers limit access to journals (e.g. DRM systems), access control 

to online journals, etc.; 

- unsatisfied promises of recent technology: prices haven't got lower with online journals, but 

they have increased because of base-spend rules which let to sum prices for paper and 

online journals, limitations to citations because of controlled access. 

Therefore, as observed by P. Suber, scientific communication is going toward  restrictions in 

content spreading (P. Suber, “Removing the Barriers to Research: An Introduction to Open Access 

for Librarians”: http://www.earlham.edu/~peters/writing/acrl.htm).   

Open access can be a solution to some of these problems. Open access aims at  improving 

scientific research by changing the modalities which are commonly used to spread scientific 

literature. The open access initiative took its first crucial step with the Budapest Open Access 

Initiative, on February 14th, 2002, (http://www.soros.org/openaccess/read.shtml). This document 

reports the basic concepts underlying open access: 

 

"The literature that should be freely accessible online is that which scholars give to the world 

without expectation of payment. Primarily, this category encompasses their peer-reviewed journal 

articles, but it also includes any unreviewed preprints that they might wish to put online for 
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comment or to alert colleagues to important research findings. There are many degrees and kinds 

of wider and easier access to this literature. By "open access" to this literature, we mean its free 

availability on the public internet, permitting any users to read, download, copy, distribute, print, 

search, or link to the full texts of these articles, crawl them for indexing, pass them as data to 

software, or use them for any other lawful purpose, without financial, legal, or technical barriers 

other than those inseparable from gaining access to the internet itself. The only constraint on 

reproduction and distribution, and the only role for copyright in this domain, should be to give 

authors control over the integrity of their work and the right to be properly acknowledged and cited. 

While the peer-reviewed journal literature should be accessible online without cost to readers, it is 

not costless to produce. However, experiments show that the overall costs of providing open 

access to this literature are far lower than the costs of traditional forms of dissemination. With such 

an opportunity to save money and expand the scope of dissemination at the same time, there is 

today a strong incentive for professional associations, universities, libraries, foundations, and 

others to embrace open access as a means of advancing their missions. Achieving open access 

will require new cost recovery models and financing mechanisms, but the significantly lower overall 

cost of dissemination is a reason to be confident that the goal is attainable and not merely 

preferable or utopian." 

 

To achieve open access to scholarly journal literature, the Budapest open access initiative 

recommends two complementary strategies: self-archiving and open access scientific journals. 

Self-archiving refers to the opportunity researchers and scientists may have to deposit refereed 

journal articles in open electronic archives. When these archives conform to standards created by 

the Open Archives Initiative, then search engines and other tools can treat the separate archives 

as one. Users then need not know which archives exist or where they are located in order to find 

and make use of their contents. The second strategy concerns launching of a new generation of 

journals committed to open access, and helping existing journals that elect to make the transition to 

open access. Because journal articles should be disseminated as widely as possible, these new 

journals will no longer invoke copyright to restrict access to and use of the material they publish. 

Instead they will use copyright and other tools to ensure permanent open access to all the articles 

they publish. Because price is a barrier to access, these new journals will not charge subscription 

or access fees, and will turn to other methods for covering their expenses. There are many 

alternative sources of funds for this purpose, including the foundations and governments that fund 

research, the universities and laboratories that employ researchers, endowments set up by 

discipline or institution, profits from the sale of add-ons to the basic texts, funds freed up by the 

demise or cancellation of journals charging traditional subscription or access fees. There is no 

need to favour one of these solutions over the others for all disciplines or nations. 

The open access model has developed much through years. In 1990 the open access arXiv for 

physics papers was set up. In 1995 two remarkable open access initiatives were launched: WoPEc 

for economics, NCSTRL for computer science. In 1996 PubMed included Medline as open access 

archive. In 2001 the Public Library of Science (PLOS) was founded. In 2003 was released the 



D4.1 Copyright Management 

 
 

29/129 

Directory of Open Access Journals. In 2006 the European Commission issued a report in order to 

recommend open access for public research. In 2006, in the United States was approved the 

Federal Research Public Access Act of 2006 to recommend open access in federal research. In 

the same year at CERN was launched SCOAP3 to convert to open access particle physics 

journals. In 2007, the European Research Advisory Board issued a recommendation in using open 

access for European Union funded research. Also the European University Association 

recommended open access for collecting research results. The European Research Council issued 

the ERC Scientific Council Guidelines for Open Access which requires the deposit of papers and 

scientific data in open access repositories. In 2007, 427 scientific societies are publishing 496 

scientific journal based on open access model. All over the world, graduation works and PhD thesis 

are more and more being archived in open access repositories.  

In order to account for how many valuable scientific papers can be archived in open access 

repositories, the full process is illustrated.  

At first research is done and a paper is written by one or more researchers.. Then pre-refereeing is 

done and a pre-print is submitted to a journal or for a conference and it is reviewed by peer 

experts. Based on the review report, authors revise their pre-print and submit the paper for 

publishing. The post-print is sometimes archived by the publishers and made available through 

online journals (researchers can access the post-print if their university has a subscription to the 

Journal). Authors are almost always free to archive in open access repositories their first draft as 

long as it is not refereed (because publishers haven't yet done some work on it). This may be 

useful, but not refereed and corrected works can be harmful for scientific learning and research. 

According to the publishers' copyright transfer agreements, authors are permitted to self-archive in 

open access repositories also: refereed pre-print, post-print (not necessarily in the format used for 

publishing) or pre-print together with corrections made by referees in a separate document. At 

present, most scientific publishers, which distribute 90% of published scientific papers, allow for 

some kind of self-archiving. In appendix D, a list of publishers' self-archiving policies is reported. 

This list was drafted by collecting data from SHERPA project and Oaklist database. Further 

publishers were added by contacting them through publisher associations (e.g. Federation of 

European Publishers). For example, Elsevier, which publishes a large amount of scientific journals, 

permits authors to self-archive post-prints in their own personal pages as well as in institutional 

repositories. Published source must be acknowledged and a link to the journal home page must be 

present on the page. The final PDF file used for publishing can't be used, but the document in 

another format or with a different layout can be self-archived. Therefore, post-prints adapted in 

formats accessible for blind and partially sighted persons, can be archived in open access 

repositories. 

One more opportunity authors have in making available their work is either to distribute them under 

a Creative Commons license or by negotiating with publishers certain rights concerned with 

distribution and exploitation for teaching and research purposes (e.g. see Scholar's Copyright 

Addendum Engine  http://scholars.sciencecommons.org/ ). For example, scholarly works 

published under Creative Commons Attribution 3.0 Unported license (see 
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http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0) can be adapted for blind and partially 

sighted readers without requesting any special permission. 
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5 CONCLUSIONS 

Relations between specialist organizations, university libraries and support centres and the 

publishing industry about how to manage copyright for people with disability are still at the core of 

the discussion and no definitive solution has been reached up to now. Actually, at the Adaptive 

Content Processing conference in November 2008, EUAIN and ProAccess project members 

presented a Green Book about copyright topics to be discussed so as to come in the future to 

easier management of copyright especially as for the exceptions concerning people with disability 

(see  

 http://ec.europa.eu/internal_market/copyright/docs/copyright-infso/greenpaper_en.pdf ). @Science 

members are contributing to the Green Book by sending their comments and their experiences. At 

the moment, only case-by-case agreements can be negotiated with right-holders. Requests and 

agreements can be facilitated by using the model request letter in Appendix B (see the @science 

website for model letters in national languages) and by asking publishers to put on their websites a 

specific section to ask for permissions for people with disability (see appendix A). Appendix C 

makes available a model agreement which can be proposed to publishers so that some basic 

permissions are granted. The @Science network promotes collaboration with publisher 

associations so that some request procedures can become automatically accepted by all the 

publishers members of a certain association.  

A different approach to copyright management concerns open access initiatives as illustrated in 

section 4.3. Open access archives are getting more and more widespread. They are a consolidated 

practice in some scientific communities  (e.g. in physics). Therefore, open access initiatives (e.g. 

repositories, information about licences concerning copyright transfer agreement, information about 

how to authors can ask publishers agreements which make possible open access exploitation of 

their works, etc.) will be documented and kept updated on the @Science website. In appendix E, a 

list of publishers and their policies concerning self-archiving is available. 
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APPENDIX A: SAMPLE FORM FOR PERMISSION REQUEST FOR STUDENTS 

WITH DISABILITY 

Please fill in the following form to request the electronic file to be adapted for students with a 

verified disability, who are prevented from reading instructional material on paper. The publisher 

cannot guarantee the availability of instructional material in any specific electronic format. The 

publisher will provide whatever electronic file is available. 

 

Product Information 

 

Title: 

 

Edition: 

 

Author: 

 

ISBN: 

 

Date of purchase (mm/dd/yy): 

 

 

Applicant Information 

 

First Name: 

 

Last Name: 

 

Phone Number: 

 

Fax Number: 

 

E-mail: 

 

Instructor's name: 
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Course name:  

 

I request the permission to store the file for future use with other students with disability: 

Yes / No 

 

(Note: a new permission request is needed to use the file for another student with disability) 

 

Student Information 

 

Do not fill in this section if your request is made on behalf of an institution entitled to store the file in 

a digital repository to the purpose  of reutilization for students with disability. 

 

First Name: 

 

Last Name: 

 

Full Address: 

 

E-mail: 

 

Name of School: 

 

Full School Address: 
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APPENBDIX B:  SAMPLE LETTER TO USE WITH PUBLISHERS FOR PERMISSION 

REQUEST 

 

English 

 

(headed paper) 

Date 

 

Dear (Name / Publisher), 

 

I hereby request if it is possible for you to send me an electronic file of the following published 

work: 

 

- Author: 

- Title: 

- Edition 

- Year 

- ISBN: 

 

purchased on (MM/DD/YY) by (Name of Institution). The requested file will be adapted for (Full 

Name), who is a (blind / partially sighted) student  

attending the course (Course Name) at (Institution). The electronic file will be used only for 

educational or research purposes. In order for (Institution) to support this student, we would need 

an electronic file in (one or more Digital Formats) format. If the file is not available in (Digital 

Format) format, whatever digital format is appreciated.  

If possible we would request your permission for (Institution) to store the file for future use by other 

blind or partially sighted  students.   

 

I appreciate your assistance and I look forward to your reply. 

 

(Name and Job title) 

(Signature) 
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Italian 

 

(Intestazione)  

Data 

Luogo 

 

All'attenzione di (Editore) 

 

Con la presente richiedo di poter ricevere una copia in formato elettronico della seguente 

pubblicazione: 

 

- Autore: 

- Titolo: 

- Edizione: 

- Anno di pubblicazione: 

- ISBN 

acquitata il (gg-mm-aa)  

da (Nome Istituzione) 

La copia richiesta verrà adattata per le necessità di lettura di (Nome e Cognome), studente (Non 

vedente / Ipovedente / Altro) del corso di (Nome Corso) presso (Nome Istituzione). La copia 

richiesta verrà utilizzata esclusivamente per scopi didattici o di ricerca. Al fine di facilitare il 

processo di adeguamento del file alle specifiche necessità di lettura dello studente, sarebbe 

preferibile ricevere una copia in formato (Nome Formato). Se tale formato non fosse disponibile, 

qualsiasi altro formato elettronico sarebbe comunque di grande utilità.  

Richiedo inoltre di poter archiviare la copia ricevuta per poterla impiegare in futuro con altri studenti 

con specifiche necessità di lettura. 

 

Ringrazio anticipatamente per collaborazione e porgo distinti saluti. 

 

(Nome, Ruolo) 

(Firma) 

 

German 
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(Letter used by Institut Integriert Studieren at Johannes Kepler Universität in Linz) 

 

Wir sind das Institut Integriert Studieren der Johannes-Kepler-Universität Linz. Unsere 
Hauptaufgabe ist der Service für blinde, sehbehinderte und printmedien-geschädigte Studierende, 
der darin besteht, dass wir versuchen, Studienliteratur in elektronischer Form (Word, pdf, 
QuarkXPress etc.) zu erhalten. Unsere Studierenden mit Behinderungen können dann auf der 
elektronischen Braillezeile und am PC damit arbeiten. 
 
Einer unserer Studierenden würde dringend folgendes Buch Ihres Verlages 
benötigen: 
 
Autor 
Titel 
Auflage 
Jahr 
ISBN 
 
 
Sollte es keine elektronischen Daten geben, ersuchen wir um die Erlaubnis, das Buch einscannen 
zu dürfen. 
 
Der Ablauf nach Erhalt der Daten ist folgender: 
Die Daten werden von unseren Tutoren in eine Form gebracht, mit der blinde und sehbehinderte 
Menschen arbeiten können (spezielle Formate, LaTeX - eine für Blinde lesbare mathematische 
Notation etc.). Dann werden die Daten auf unseren Institutsserver gestellt, wobei nur an den- bzw. 
diejenige/n Studierende/n Rechte auf die Daten vergeben werden, der/die sie auch tatsächlich für 
das Studium benötigt/en. 
Zu den Verlagen, die unsere Arbeit unterstützen, zählen unter anderem auch Manz, Springer, 
Bertelsmann, Campus, Facultas, Hueber, Hüthig, Orac 
- LexisNexis, PolityPress, um nur einige zu nennen. 
 
In der Anlage finden Sie unser Schreiben über die Wahrung der Verlagsrechte. 
 

Wir hoffen auf Ihr Entgegenkommen und verbleiben 
 
mit besten Wünschen und freundlichen Grüßen 
 

Slovakia 
The following contract is successfully used by Comenius University in Bratislava with Slovak 
publishers. 
 

CONVENTION 
 
between  
 
1.  The publisher / author (name, address)  
 ............................................................ 
 ............................................................. 
 
 (hereafter referred to as provider) on the one part  
 
and  
 
2.  Comenius University , Faculty of Mathematics, Physics and Informatics 
 Suppo rt Centre for Visually Impaired Students 
 Mlynska dolina 
 842 48 Bratislava 
 represented by:  PaedDr. Elena Mendelova, CSc., the head of the Support centre 
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 (hereafter referred to as user) of the other part  
 
 
 
I. 
Subject of the agreement 
 
 
1. The subject of this agreement is provision of electronic version of publication:  
 
_Book title and bibliographic data_ 
 
for the purpose of transformation of the book into the form which is accessible to blind users.  
 
 
II. 
The commitment of the provider 
 
The provider commits to provide the electronic version of the above mentioned publication to the 
user.  
 
 
III. 
The commitment of the user 
 

1. The user commits to use provided electronic version of the above stated publication 
exclusively in accordance with the subject of the agreement and its purpose. The user 
commits further to provide the adapted version of the publication solely to individuals who 
are eligible to obtain it with respect to the purpose of the agreement.  

2. The user commits that they will reproduce neither provided version of the publication, nor 
its adapted format for commercial purposes or other purposes except from the purpose of 
the agreement. This condition and the explicitly personal use condition will also be 
imposed on persons to whom the user provides the adapted format of the publication.  

3. Copyrights of the author as well as publisher's further reproduction rights remain 
untouched. The user will take further measures to ensure the protection against illegal 
copying of provided texts.  

4. The provider has reserved the right to monitor the adherence to the agreed conditions.  
5. In the event that the user has intentionally committed a substantial irregularity in 

performing the agreement, the user accepts the consequences in accordance with the 
Civic Codex and the Copyright Act.  

6. This agreement is made in duplicate of which both parties separately hold one.  
 
 
Done at Bratislava, ............................................... 
 
 
Signatures 
 
 
 
....................................................... 
publisher/ author 
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......................................................... 
FMFI UK, Support centre for VIS 
(user) 
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APPENBDIX C:  LIST OF PUBLISHERS USED TO MANAGE REQUESTS OF 

PERMISSION FOR ELECTRONIC COPY  

 
This appendix reports a non exhaustive list of publishers which are used to manage permission 
requests for electronic copy of reading sources made by universities or specialist organizations. 
Where available, the direct link to the permission request form is reported. This ilit will be kept 
updated on the @science website ( http://www.ascience-thematic.eu in the section about 
Copyright). 
 
Veda (part of Slovak academy of sciences) 
http://veda.sav.sk  
  
Publisher of Comenius university 
http://www.uniba.sk/index.php?id=vydavatelstvo  
 
Publisher of Slovak Technical University in Bratislava 
http://www.stuba.sk/new/generate_page.php?page_id=676  
 
AEP (Academic Electronic Press) 
http://www.aepress.sk  
 
SAP press  
http://www.sappress.sk/  
 
Pearson Education 

http://www.pearsoned.com/legal/permissions.htm  

 

Springer 

http://www.springer.de  

 

Manning Publications Co. 

http://www.manning.com  

O’Reilly Media 

http://oreilly.com/contact.html  

 

American Physics Society 

http://www.aps.org/about/contact/index.cfm  

 

European Mathematical Society Publishing House 

http://www.ems-ph.org/  

 

Universitaire Pers Leuven 
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http://upers.kuleuven.be/  

 

Acco Europe 

http://en.accoeurope.com/  

Zanichelli Scuola 

http://www.zanichelli.it/f_scuola.html  

 

Apogeo Editore 

http://www.apogeoeditore.com  

John Wiley and Sons Inc. 

http://eu.wiley.com/WileyCDA/Section/id-302213.html  
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APPENBDIX D:  PUBLISHERS’ POLICIES FOR SELF-ARCHIVING 

These summaries are for the publishers default policies and changes or exceptions can often be negotiated by 

authors.  

Publisher: Academic Publishers 

Pre-print: archiving status unclear 

Post-print: author can archive post-print (i.e., final draft post-refereeing) 

Conditions:  

• Publisher copyright and source must be acknowledged 

• Must give citation 

• Eligible UK authors may deposit in The Depot 

• Publisher's version/PDF may be used 
Mandated OA: CSO (Compliant); DoH (Compliant); DFG (Compliant); CERN (Compliant); FWO (Compliant); 
FWF (Compliant); HHMI (Compliant); Inserm (Compliant); MRC (Compliant); NHMRC (Compliant); NIH 
(Compliant); SNF (Compliant); Wellcome Trust (Compliant) 

        

Publisher: Academy of Management 

Pre-print: author cannot archive pre-print (i.e., pre-refereeing) 

Post-print: author cannot archive post-print (i.e., final draft post-refereeing) 

        

Publisher: Acoustical Society of America 

Pre-print: archiving status unclear 

Post-print: author can archive post-print (i.e., final draft post-refereeing) 

Conditions:  

• On author's personal web site 

• Must link to publisher version 

• "Any such use that purports to be the original ASA article must be  identical to the ASA-formatted 
version." 

• Published source must be acknowledged 
Mandated OA: ESRC (Non-compliant); NIH (Non-compliant); Wellcome Trust (Non-compliant) 

        

Publisher: Adis Online 

Pre-print: author cannot archive pre-print (i.e., pre-refereeing) 

Post-print: author cannot archive post-print (i.e., final draft post-refereeing) 

Conditions:  

• If funding agency rules apply, authors may meet full obligations. 
Mandated OA: ARC (Compliant); BBSRC (Compliant); BHF (Compliant); Cancer Research UK (Compliant); 
CSO (Compliant); DoH (Compliant); DFG (Compliant); FWF (Compliant); HHMI (Compliant); Inserm 
(Compliant); MRC (Compliant); NHMRC (Compliant); NIH (Compliant); Wellcome Trust (Compliant) 

        

Publisher: AEAweb 

Pre-print: archiving status unclear 

Post-print: author can archive post-print (i.e., final draft post-refereeing) 

Conditions: 

• Publisher copyright and source must be acknowledged  
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• Eligible UK authors may deposit in The Depot 
Mandated OA: ESRC (Compliant); NIH (Compliant); Wellcome Trust (Compliant) 

        

Publisher: African Network of Scientific and Technological Institutions 

Pre-print: archiving status unclear 

Post-print: archiving status unclear 

Mandated OA: IRCSET (Non-compliant) 

        

Publisher: Akademiai Kiado  

Pre-print: author can archive pre-print (i.e., pre-refereeing) 

Post-print: author can archive post-print (i.e., final draft post-refereeing). 

Conditions: 

• Authors own final version only can be archived 

• Publisher's version/PDF cannot be used 

• On authors website or institutional repository or any repository mandated by Author's funding body 

• Published source must be acknowledged 

• Must state that the file is not the final published version of the paper 

• Must link to publisher version (http://dx.doi.org/[DOI of the Article without brackets]) 

• Articles in some journals can be made Open Access on payment of additional charge 
Mandated OA: arc (Compliant); AHRC (Compliant); CIHR (Compliant); DoH (Compliant); ESRC (Compliant); 
ERC (Compliant); FWO (Compliant); HRB (Compliant); MRC (Compliant); NIH (Compliant); SAGW 
(Compliant); Wellcome Trust (Compliant)  

        

Publisher: Alberta Law Review Society 

Pre-print: author cannot archive pre-print (i.e., pre-refereeing) 

Post-print: author cannot archive post-print (i.e., final draft post-refereeing) 

Conditions:  

• Authors may post citation and link to electronic copy of the journal on Quicklaw or HeinOnline 
(password protected sites) 

        

Publisher: AlphaMed Press 

Pre-print: author cannot archive pre-print (i.e., pre-refereeing) 

Post-print: subject to Restrictions below, author can archive post-print (i.e., final draft post-refereeing) 

Restrictions: 6 months  

Conditions:  

• After publication 

• Only unformatted authors version can be used 

• On authors personal website or institutional website (but not repository) only 

• Published source must be acknowledged 

• Must link to publisher version 

• Publisher's version/PDF cannot be used 

• Permission must be sought to post in institutional or open access repositories 

• Separate policies for NIH, Wellcome Trust and HHMI authors  
Mandated OA: BHF (Paid OA option); CIHR (Paid OA option); Cancer Research UK (Paid OA option); DoH 
(Paid OA option); HRB (Non-compliant); HHMI (Compliant); Inserm (Non-compliant); MRC (Paid OA option); 
NHMRC (Compliant); NIH (Compliant); SNF (Compliant); Wellcome Trust (Compliant) 

Paid access: Open Access Option 
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Publisher: American Academy of Business 

Pre-print: author cannot archive pre-print (i.e., pre-refereeing) 

Post-print: author cannot archive post-print (i.e., final draft post-refereeing) 

        

Publisher: American Academy of Family Physicians 

Pre-print: archiving status unclear 

Post-print: subject to Restrictions below, author can archive post-print (i.e., final draft post-refereeing) 

Restrictions: written permission must be gained from publisher 

        

Publisher: American Academy of Neurology 

Pre-print: author cannot archive pre-print (i.e., pre-refereeing) 

Post-print: author cannot archive post-print (i.e., final draft post-refereeing) 

Conditions:  

• NIH authors may post authors' own version in PubMed Central for release 12 month after publication 
Mandated OA:BHF (Non-compliant); CSO (Non-compliant); DoH (Non-compliant); FWO (Non-compliant); 
HRB (Non-compliant); HHMI (Non-compliant); Inserm (Non-compliant); MRC (Non-compliant); NHMRC (Non-
compliant); NIH (Compliant); Wellcome Trust (Non-compliant) 

 

Publisher: American Academy of Pediatrics 

Pre-print: archiving status unclear 

Post-print: subject to Restrictions below, author can archive post-print (i.e., final draft post-refereeing) 

Restrictions: 12 months 

Conditions:  

• Publicly accessible online institutional archive, hosted by institution, employer or funding agency 

• May link to journal article 

• Final published version only 
Mandated OA: arc (Unacceptable embargo); ARC (Unacceptable embargo); BHF (Unacceptable embargo); 
CSO (Unacceptable embargo); DoH (Unacceptable embargo); DFG (Compliant); ESRC (Compliant); FWO 
(Compliant); FWF (Compliant); Inserm (Unacceptable embargo); MRC (Unacceptable embargo); NHMRC 
(Compliant); NIH (Compliant); Wellcome Trust (Unacceptable embargo) 

 

Publisher: American Anthropological Association 

Pre-print: author can archive pre-print (i.e., pre-refereeing) 

Post-print: author can archive post-print (i.e., final draft post-refereeing) 

Conditions:  

• pre-print must be removed and replaced with post-print on publication 

• electronic availability of article from in Caliber or AnthroSource must be noted 

• Publisher's version/PDF cannot be used 

• Publisher's statement to accompany post-print  
Mandated OA: ARC (Compliant); DFG (Compliant); NIH (Compliant); Wellcome Trust (Compliant) 

 

Publisher: American Association for Cancer Research 

Pre-print: archiving status unclear 

Post-print: subject to Restrictions below, author can archive post-print (i.e., final draft post-refereeing) 

Restrictions: 12 months 
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Conditions:  

• NIH authors may post author's own version in PubMed Central for release 12 month after publication 

• HHMI, Wellcome Trust, Cancer Research UK and UK Medical Research Council authors may 
deposit authors own version in UKPMC for release 6 months after publication 

• Authors final version may be deposited on institutional website/repository if required by institution 

• Published source must be acknowledged 

• Must link to the publisher PDF of article on journal website 
Mandated OA: CIHR (Non-compliant); Cancer Research UK (Compliant); CSO (Non-compliant); DoH (Non-
compliant); FWO (Compliant); HRB (Compliant); HHMI (Compliant); Inserm (Non-compliant); MRC 
(Compliant); NHMRC (Compliant); NIH (Compliant); Wellcome Trust (Compliant) 

        

Publisher: American Association for the Advancement of Science 

Pre-print: author cannot archive pre-print (i.e., pre-refereeing) 

Post-print: author can archive post-print (i.e., final draft post-refereeing) 

Conditions: 

• Cannot archive until publication 

• On author's personal web site 

• Author's own version of accepted paper 

• Must link to publisher version 

• Published source must be acknowledged 

• Authors covered by funding agency rules, may post authors own version in PubMed Central after a 6 
month embargo 

• Authors covered by funding agency rules, must state on submission, for article to be released in 
PubMed Central after 6 months after publication. 

Mandated OA: ARC (Non-compliant); BBSRC (Compliant); BHF (Compliant); CIHR (Compliant); Cancer 
Research UK (Compliant); CSO (Compliant); DoH (Compliant); ESRC (Non-compliant); FWO (Non-
compliant); HHMI (Compliant); Inserm (Non-compliant); IRCSET (Non-compliant); MRC (Compliant); NHMRC 
(Non-compliant); NIH (Compliant); SNF (Compliant); STFC (Non-compliant); Wellcome Trust (Compliant) 

        

Publisher: American Association of Australian Literary Studies 

Pre-print: author cannot archive pre-print (i.e., pre-refereeing) 

Post-print: author can archive post-print (i.e., final draft post-refereeing) 

Conditions:  

• Publisher's version/PDF may be used 

• Published source must be acknowledged 

• On author's personal web site or non-profit repository 
Mandated OA: AHRC (Compliant) 

        

Publisher: American Association of Immunologists 

Pre-print: author can archive pre-print (i.e., pre-refereeing) 

Post-print: archiving status unclear 

Conditions: 

• NIH authors may post author's own version in PubMed Central for release 12 month after publication 

• Set statement must accompany article 

• Authors funded by HHMI, Wellcome Trust and UKPMC funders may deposit the author version of 
manuscripts accepted for publication in The Journal of Immunology into PMC with a delay for release 
to the public at 6 months after publication 

• Authors funded by agencies that mandate submission to PubMed Central within 6 months after 
publication must contact infoji@aai.org for the submission form 

Mandated OA:arc (Compliant); CIHR (Non-compliant); Cancer Research UK (Compliant); DoH (Compliant); 
FWO (Non-compliant); HHMI (Compliant); Inserm (Non-compliant); MRC (Compliant); NHMRC (Non-
compliant); NIH (Compliant); Wellcome Trust (Compliant) 
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Publisher: American Association of Neurological Surgeons 

Pre-print: author cannot archive pre-print (i.e., pre-refereeing) 

Post-print: author cannot archive post-print (i.e., final draft post-refereeing) 

Conditions: 

• NIH authors may submit articles to PubMed Central 12 months after publication (publisher will supply 
necessary files) 

• Wellcome Trust authors may comply with funding conditions 
Mandated OA: CSO (Non-compliant); DoH (Non-compliant); Inserm (Non-compliant); MRC (Non-compliant); 
NHMRC (Non-compliant); NIH (Compliant); Wellcome Trust (Compliant) 

        

Publisher: American Association of Pharmaceutical Scientists 

Pre-print: author can archive pre-print (i.e., pre-refereeing) 

Post-print: author can archive post-print (i.e., final draft post-refereeing) 

Conditions:  

• Authors own final version only can be archived 

• Publisher's version/PDF cannot be used  

• On authors website 

• On institutional repository or funders designated website/repository after 12 months 

• Published source must be acknowledged 

• Must link to publisher version 

• Set phrase to accompany link to published version  

• Articles in some journals can be made Open Access on payment of additional charge 

• NIH Authors can deposit in PubMed Central for public release after 12 month embargo 
Mandated OA: NIH (Compliant); SNF (Compliant) 

Paid access: Open Choice 

        

Publisher: American Association of Physics Teachers 

Pre-print: archiving status unclear 

Post-print: author can archive post-print (i.e., final draft post-refereeing) 

Conditions:  

• On Authors website or on a public e-print server 

• On a non-profit server 

• Publishers version/PDF may be used on Authors website only 

• Set statement to accompany article 

• Published source must be acknowledged with citation 

• Must link to publisher version 
Mandated OA: PPARC (Compliant); STFC (Compliant) 

 

Publisher: American Association of Veterinary Laboratory Diagnosticians 

Pre-print: author cannot archive pre-print (i.e., pre-refereeing) 

Post-print: author can archive post-print (i.e., final draft post-refereeing) 

Conditions: 

• Cannot archive until publication 

• If funding agency rules apply, can be posted on relevant third party, institutional or subject-based 
website 

• Publisher copyright and source must be acknowledge 

• Publisher version/PDF must be used 
Mandated OA: ARC (Compliant); BBSRC (Compliant); CCLRC (Compliant); DFG (Compliant); FWO 
(Compliant); FWF (Compliant); MRC (Compliant); NHMRC (Compliant); NIH (Compliant); STFC (Compliant); 
Wellcome Trust (Compliant) 
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Publisher: American Astronomical Society 

Pre-print: author can archive pre-print (i.e., pre-refereeing) 

Post-print: author can archive post-print (i.e., final draft post-refereeing) 

Conditions:  

• Publisher copyright and source must be acknowledged 

• Publishers version/pdf can be used on author or departmental website 

• Can not post on archival website or institutional repository 

• Must link to publisher version 
Mandated OA: DFG (Non-compliant); FWF (Non-compliant); PPARC (Non-compliant); SNF (Compliant); 
STFC (Non-compliant); Wellcome Trust (Non-compliant) 

        

Publisher: American Chemical Society 

Pre-print: author cannot archive pre-print (i.e., pre-refereeing) 

Post-print: author cannot archive post-print (i.e., final draft post-refereeing) 

Conditions: 

• The author may post on the web the title of the paper, abstract (no other text), tables and figures on 
their own web site 

• NIH funded authors may post articles to PubMed Central 12 months after publication 

• May link to publisher version 
Mandated OA: ARC (Non-compliant); DFG (Non-compliant); FWO (Non-compliant); FWF (Non-compliant); 
MRC (Non-compliant); NHMRC (Non-compliant); NIH (Compliant); Wellcome Trust (Non-compliant) 

Paid access: ACS AuthorChoice 

        

Publisher: American College of Allergy, Asthma and Immunology 

Pre-print: author cannot archive pre-print (i.e., pre-refereeing) 

Post-print: author cannot archive post-print (i.e., final draft post-refereeing) 

Conditions: 

• NIH authors may comply with their mandate 
Mandated OA: CIHR (Non-compliant); DoH (Non-compliant); HRB (Non-compliant); HHMI (Non-compliant); 
Inserm (Non-compliant); MRC (Non-compliant); NHMRC (Non-compliant); NIH (Compliant); Wellcome Trust 
(Non-compliant) 

        

Publisher: American College of Chest Physicians (ACCP) 

Pre-print: archiving status unclear 

Post-print: archiving status unclear 

Conditions: 

• NIH authors to accompany deposit in PubMed Central with set statement 
Mandated OA: NIH (Compliant) 

        

Publisher: American College of Sports Medicine 

Pre-print: archiving status unclear 

Post-print: author can archive post-print (i.e., final draft post-refereeing) 
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